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Right Hon. The LORD PROvOST, 
MAGISTRATES, and Town-CouNnciL 


of EDINBURGH. *. 
HE following addreſs is preſented with the ſole view 


of promoting the good of the Univerſity and City of 
Edinburgh. When ſuch 1s its intention, there is no 


occaſion to ſollicit, from the guardians of the wel- 


fare of both, a candid conſideration of its contents, nor to in- 
treat, that, what is meant only to declare the ſentiments and w:fhes 


of thoſe who are more immediately intereſted in your determi- 


nation of the point to be confidered, ſhould not be conſtrued 


into a vain and ill-judged attempt to infringe any of your un- 


doubted rights. 


We who make this application are Students of Medicine in 


your Univerſity. By the death of the late Dr. WaHyTT, we 


have been deprived of a truly learned and juſtly celebrated Pre- 


ceptor. By the reſignation of Dr. RUTHERFooRD, we can 


no longer enjoy the inſtructions of a man, whoſe years and long 
ſervices have. juſtly intitled him to retire, with honour, from 
We are ſenſible, that, 


the burden of Academical dutics, 
from the manner in which their ſeats are ſupplied, the reputa- 
tion of the Univerſity and Magiſtrates, and our hopes of farther 
improvement here, muſt entirely depend. 

We are humbly of opinion, that the reputation of the Uni- 
verſity and Magiſtrates, the good of the City, and our improve- 


ment, will all, in an eminent manner, be conſulted, by en- 


gaging Dr. GREGORY to relinquiſh the Profeſſorſhip of the 
Practice. for that of the Theory of Medicine, by appointing 


A:-2 Dr. 


The ſigned original of this addreſs was, on Monday April 28th, -1 766, preſented in the 
moſt reſpectful manner to the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, by a committee unani- 
mouſly appointed by the Students of Medicine, with full powers for that purpoſe. 
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Dr. CULLEN, preſent Profeſſor of Chemiſtry, to the Practical 
chair, and by electing Dr. BLack Profeſſor of Chemiſtry. 

As Students of Medicine we are led to adopt thoſe ſentiments 

from the following conſiderations. 
| The firſt is, the merits and abilities of Dr. GoLLEN ,— How 
much that Gentleman has contributed to the advancement of 
almoſt every brarch of Medical Science, whoever is, in the leaſt, 
acquainted with the Medical Annals of your Univerſity, abun- 
dantly knows. To pretend to enumerate in detail how 
much we owe to him, how far he has contributed to diffuſe an 
ardour for improvement and ſpirit of liberal enquiry in Medi- 
cine, were to waſte your time and our own. We cannot, how- 
ever, forbear to mention, that Chemiſtry, formerly little ſtudied 
here, has been by him new-modelled, and raiſed to the higheſt 
reputation ; ſo that his plan has been ſucceſsfully followed in 
different parts of the Britiſh dominions, and that here there are 
now more Students engaged annually in the purſuit of this col- 
lateral branch of Phyſick, than in any other part of it, except 
Anatomy. More particularly, it tends to our preſent purpoſe 
to obſerve, that all, who have attended the Clinical Lectures in 
the Royal Infirmary, have, in them, heard him give proofs of 
his profound knowledge in the Practice of Phyſick, and candidly 
deliver the reſult of an experience of more than thirty years, 
There, from the juſtneſs and importance of his obſervations, 
from the accuracy and chaſtity of his reaſoning, from his ex- 
tenſive knowledge of the practice of other countries, from the 
wideneſs of his views, from the perſpicuity of his method, from 
the eaſe and elegance of his delivery, every hearer has obtained 
the moſt thorough conviction of his abilities as a Practical Pro- 
feſſor, and conceived the moſt ardent deſire of hearing his in- 
ſtructions from that Chair. 

Nor is this our opinion of Dr. CULLEN meant, in the leaſt, 
to detract from the merits of Dr. Gx EG60RY. On the contrary, 


A principal motive to our expreſſing the ſentiments we do, on 
this 
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this occaſion, is the high opinion we entertain of that Gentle- 
man's capacity. By a late very elegant and ingenious per form- 
ance, by every body attributed to him, we imagine it is evident 
what advantages the Univerſity muſt reap from Lectures on the 
Theory of Medicine, delivered by a thinker ſo juſt and original, 
and ſo univerſally acquainted with human nature. With plea- 
ſure too we reflect, that his character is not leſs reſpectable 
as a man, than as a philoſopher; we therefore cannot ſuppoſe, 
that, were the publick emolument to be obtained, even at the 
expenſe of his private intereſt, he would not rejoice to make the 
honourable ſacrifice, far leſs, that he would, in the leaſt, heſi- 
tate to favour a ſcheme for promoting the publick utility, when 
his private advantage is conſiſtent with it. 

That the publick utility w:// highly be promoted, by agreeing 
to an exchange, which leaves room for Dr. BLAacx's being elected 
Profeſſor of Chemiſtry, will hardly be denied. Dr. CULLEN in 
his lectures on Chemiſtry, will always be heard with attention 
and applauſe. Thoſe numerous experiments, however, which 
he is almoſt daily pointing out to us, as neceſſary to be made, 
for attaining farther excellence in that ſcience, require, for their 
performance, ſuch a long and unwearied attention, as is perhaps 
only conſiſtent with an almoſt total abſtraction from other avo- 


cations. How much Dr. CULLEN does in this way, even amidſt 


the conſtant diſtractions of other buſineſs, is not eaſy to ſay. 
But the proſecution of the ſcience ſtill more amply upon that 
plan, may, with confidence, be expected from Dr. BLack, a 
man, whoſe name as a Chemiſt, is juſtly celebrated throughout 
all Europe, and whole reputation, at preſent, ſupports the fame 
of an inferior, but rival Univerſity. In him, the vigour and 
enterprize of youth, is conjoined to a well known and peculiarly 
preferable attachment to Chemiſtry, He, we apprehend, is the 
only perſon, who, in the Chemical chair can acquit himſelf 
with the ſame applauſe, that the preſent Profeſſor has done for a 
number of years. - | 


Such 
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Such are the conſiderations, that, as Students of Medicine, en- 
gage us to entertain theſe ſentiments, with regard to the diſpoſal 
of the Profeſſors ſeats: But, were we for a moment to conſider 
ourſelves as Citizens of Edinburgh, additional motives would 
croud upon us : the honour of the Univerſity ; the honour of 
the City, intimately connected with it ; the great advantages a- 
riſing from the confluence of Students; the certain diminution 
of that confluence upon decay of the Univerſity's reputation ; 
the neceſſity of raiſing that reputation to the higheſt pitch, in or- 
der to attain pre-eminence over rivals in other Univerſities ; the 
fame of having contributed to that additional reputation ; the 
diſagreeable reflexion of having leſſened it, would then be a 
few of the many arguments, on which we would enlarge to our 
Repreſentatives and Governors, as incitements to their adopting 
the ſcheme we propoſe. 

But, without conſidering ourſelves in that, to us, imaginary- 
relation, we preſume to hope we have ſuggeſted arguments, 
which will induce the Council to do every thing in their power 
to bring our propoſal to execution. 

We end, by again aſſuring the Right Honourable Lord Pro- 
voſt, Magiſtrates and Town-council, that our intention here is 
only to inform them of the ſentiments and wiſhes of the Stu- 
dents; that we are entirely ſenſible that our opinion, unleſs 
from its tendency to publick benefit, ſhould have no influence 
on the unqueſtioned independency of the Council's conduct; and 
that it is alone from the conviction of ſuch being its tenden- 
cy, that we have been prompted to make this addreſs. What 
other motives could prompt us We have no private enmity to 
gratify, nor ſucceſsful rival to oppoſe. Though we ſhould pro- 
feſs to have been guided only by private intereſt, our private in- 
tereſt, 1n rhis affair, is intimately and inſeparably connected with 
the publick good. | 

Finally, whatever be the ſucceſs of our endeavours, we are 
happy in having this opportunity of publickly expreſſing our 
gratitude to our Profeſſors, and regard for the City. 

We,. 
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We, therefore, whoſe names are hereto ſubjoined, unanimouſly 
concur in declaring to the Right Honourable Lord Provoſt, Ma- 
giſtrates and Town-council of Edinburgh, that we are thorough- 
ly convinced, that Dr. GREGORY's relinquiſhing the profeſſor- 
ſhip of the Practice for that of the Theory of Medicine, that 
the appointment of Dr. CULLEN to the practical chair, and the 
election of Dr. BLack as Profeſſor of Chemiſtry, will add to 
the reputation of the Univerſity and Magiſtrates, and contribute 
highly to the good of the city and of the Students of Medi- 
cine. 

Poſſeſſed of this conviction, we therefore alſo ene 
concur in intreating the Right Honourable Lord Provoſt, Magi- 
ſtrates and Town-council of Edinburgh, in the moſt humble 
and earneſt manner, to do every thing in their power to put in 
execution the ſcheme above propoſed. 


The above was ſigned by one hundred and fixty 8 


Since the above addreſs was approved and ſigned, a plan of 
arranging the Profeſſorſhips has been communicated to us, of 
which, thus late, it is ſtill thought neceſſary to make mention. 
—By this plan it is propoſed, that Dr. Cl LEN and Dr. GRE- 
GoRY ſhould be appointed conjunctly and ſeverally Profeſſors 
both of the Theory and Practice of * and Dr. BI. Ack, 
be elected to the chair of Chemiſtry. 

Guided only by the faint light of our own prudence in our 
ardour for the publick cauſe, proceeding with the moſt reveren- 
tial, deference for eſtabliſhed forms, intending to propole no 
change but what might be effected by the compliance of one 
man, and which our exalted opinion of his character gave us 
the moſt juſt grounds to expect; there is no wonder that wwe 
ſhould not have ventured to ſuggeſt an alteration in teaching 
the Theory and Practice of Phyſick, which, however expedient, 
has hitherto been unexperienced in this Univerſity. 


But 
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But when we conſider the conformity of that plan with our 

own, in ſo far as producing an arrangement, by which Che- 
miſtry, Theory and Practice, are taught by Dr. BLAck, Dr. 
GREGORY, and Dr. CULLEN ; when we reflect, while choice is 
ſtill left to the Student, of proſecuting Phyſick in the manner 
in which it was formerly taught, that, at the ſame time, pe- 
culiar advantages ariſe from its being in his power to learn 
Theory and Practice from the ſame perſon ; when we foreſee the 
immenſe and rapid progreſs to be expected in ſciences thus 
taught by two men of genius, conteſting with noble emulation 
the prize of fame; finally, when we conſider the ſanction 
this propoſal has received, by taking its riſe among the Profeſ- 
ſors of Medicine themſelves, we cannot but moſt heartily ap- 
prove and ſincerely admire it. 

Without therefore enlarging on a ſcheme, the propriety of 
which will doubtleſs be urged to you by a weight of argument 
worthy of that illuſtrious body where it took its riſe, we whoſe ' 
names are ſubſcribed, with the moſt perfect unanimity, declare 
our concurrence with it, and that the execution of it will be 
to us equally agreeable and advantageous as of that which we 


have before ſuggeſted. 
The above was figned by one hundred and fifty-one Students. 


A report having -been malignantly propagated, that the framing and preſentation of this 


addreſs were ſaggeſted and conducted, not by the Students of Medicine themſelves, but by 
one of the Profeſſors of Medicine; we, the committee appointed for preſenting it, who have 
had acceſs to be acquainted with the particulars relative to theſe matters, hereby declare, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that ſuch report is entirely without foundation. 

Janes Mappocks, M. D. ALEXANDER MonRo DRUMMOND. 


THOMAS SMITH. Janes BLaik. 


